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ERIC WHITACRE, 

GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING COMPOSER/CONDUCTOR,  
APPOINTED LOS ANGELES MASTER CHORALE’S  

FIRST ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
 

Two-Year Post Begins in 2016-17 Season 
 

(Los Angeles, CA, March 2, 2016) –Eric Whitacre, Grammy Award-winning composer/conductor/creative force 

and one of the leading musicians of his generation, has been appointed the Los Angeles Master Chorale’s 

(LAMC) first Artist-in-Residence, announced LAMC Artistic Director Grant Gershon and President & CEO Jean 

Davidson.  His two-year post begins in the 2016-17 season.  Whitacre’s concert music has been performed 

throughout the world by millions of musicians, both amateur and professional, while his ground-breaking Virtual 

Choirs have united singers from over 110 different countries through technology.  In demand as a speaker as 

well, Whitacre has given two TED talks and delivered keynote addresses to such Fortune 500 companies and 

institutions as Apple, Google and the World Economic Forum in Davos.  His LAMC Chorale appointment was 

announced in conjunction with the chorus’ 2016-17 season announcement.  

 

“Eric Whitacre is a true original,” says Davidson. “His singular vision, bold concepts, powerful artistry and 

global reach through new technologies will impact the Los Angeles Master Chorale in myriad ways.” 

 

“Over the years, the LA Master Chorale has shown a deep affinity for Eric’s choral works,” adds Gershon.  “We 

are pleased to expand our relationship with him in such a meaningful way.  Eric possesses a phenomenally 

fertile imagination, and I look forward to working closely with him as we explore new creative avenues 

together.” 

 

““I am thrilled to have the opportunity to work with Grant Gershon and the Los Angeles Master Chorale,” says 

Whitacre.  “We are incredibly fortunate to have such an exceptional group of world-class singers in Los 

Angeles, and I am both honored and excited to have the opportunity to develop new projects with the chorus 

and Grant in our community, across the United States and beyond.” 

 

Among other projects with the LA Master Chorale, Whitacre will guest conduct LA Master Chorale’s “Christmas 

with Eric Whitacre,” featuring a cappella Renaissance and Baroque madrigals, modern-day motets and several 

other works, selected by Whitacre himself.  He will also focus on audience and artistic engagement for the 
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Chorale’s 27th Annual High School Choir Festival, one of the nation’s largest choral festivals, which draws 

1,000 choir students from across the Southland, and the 2017 Chorus America Conference, the nation’s most 

prominent choral gathering, which the Chorale is hosting in June 2017. 

 

A sought after guest conductor, Whitacre has conducted choral and instrumental concerts around the globe, 

including sold-out concerts with the London Symphony Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the 

Minnesota Orchestra.  In addition to several collaborations with legendary Hollywood composer Hans Zimmer, 

he has worked with British pop icons Imogen Heap and Annie Lennox.  A graduate of the prestigious Juilliard 

School of Music, this year Eric completed a five-year term as Visiting Fellow and Composer in Residence at 

Cambridge University, UK. 

Whitacre is also conductor of the Eric Whitacre Singers, a professional choir whose repertoire ranges from 

Monteverdi and Bach to Whitacre, Lauridsen and Britten.  The choir won a Grammy award for Best Choral 

Performance for its debut album, Light & Gold, released in 2011 on Decca/Universal.  The ensemble’s second 

album, Water Night, which features the London Symphony Orchestra, Hila Plitmann and Julian Lloyd Webber, 

went straight to the top of the classical iTunes and Billboard charts.  In 2014, the choir released its first EP on 

vinyl, which includes Whitacre’s choral arrangement of Depeche Mode’s Enjoy the Silence.  The Eric Whitacre 

Singers, which has performed on national TV and regularly record in Abbey Road and Angel Studios, made its 

BBC Proms debut in 2012 in a program that included a collaboration with British singer/songwriter Imogen 

Heap.  In 2013, the choir performed at a ceremony honoring Archbishop Desmond Tutu at London’s Guildhall 

when he was presented with the 2013 Templeton Prize Laureate.  It made its US debut tour in 2013 with 

concerts in Washington’s Strathmore Center, Boston’s Symphony Hall, Philadelphia’s Kimmel Center and New 

York’s Lincoln Center.  The Eric Whitacre Singers’ recent ReImagine program, presented at London’s Union 

Chapel in 2014, included collaborations with the British soul artist Laura Mvula, accordionist Ksenija Sidorova, 

percussionist Joby Burgess, and Norwegian singer-songwriter Marius Beck. 
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